
 

Beagle PTO – Neff School 

March 15, 2011 Minutes 
 

Present:  Tammy Eberhard, Amy Stiles, Nikki McLaughlin, Jennifer Hughes, Kristen Clark, Linda 

Rodeman, Stephanie Morgan, Ed Armstrong, Jackie Mulholland, Kim Browning, Amanda Boyd 

 

I. Stephanie Morgan called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.  Thank you notes from the staff 

were shared.   

II. Minutes of the January 11, 2011 meeting were reviewed.  Linda Rodeman moved to approve 

the minutes as written.  Amy Stiles seconded.  Minutes were approved. 

II. Reports 

 A.   Neff School Committee Liaison 

  1. Fundraising Activities 

   a. Frankenmuth 

  We earned $300 in die cuts from this year’s fundraiser.  We also earned 

$300 in die cuts from last year (2009-2010) which we have not yet received.  

We are planning to purchase $500 in additional die cuts (using funds from 

Mrs. Rademacher) in order to receive a free, larger die cut machine.  The 

order will be placed in the next couple of weeks.  

 

  b. Box Tops for Education (Kristen Parker/Jennifer Hughes) 

  Jennifer reported that the winners of the last classroom collection contest 

were Mrs. Gray’s PM class (808 collected), Mrs. Browning’s AM class (794 

collected), and Mrs. Grantham’s class (789 collected).  Each winning class 

received ice cream treats.  A total of $1,491.50 in Box Tops was submitted for 

the March 1
st
 deadline.  Another classroom collection contest is currently 

underway.  It ends Monday, March 28.  The winning class will receive a 

special treat.  The next (and probably final) collection contest for the year will 

be an individual “fill a sheet, get a treat” contest.   

 

c. Labels for Education (Amy Stiles) 

  Amy reported that we are currently able to earn one bonus Label point for 

each Label we send in (up to 1000 bonus points).  The collection deadline for 

this is April 15
th

.  We should have about 6,000 Label points collected by the 

end of the year.  These points must be redeemed by June 1
st
.  A “Label point 

wish list” memo will be sent to teachers soon. 

 

  d. Original ArtWorks (Amanda Boyd/Kristen Clark) 

  Kristen reported that the artwork should have gone home with students by 

today.  Orders, with payment, are due on March 22
nd

.  Mrs. Browning noted 

that she showed her students’ artwork to their parents at conferences.  If we do 

this fundraiser next year, it may be a good idea to highlight pertinent 

information in the letter that goes home to parents, and also have checks made 

payable to Original ArtWorks rather than Neff PTO.   

 

e. Miscellaneous (Meijer, Target, Felpausch) 

 We received a check from Meijer Rewards for $132.38. 

 

 



 

 B. Treasurer 

  1. Budget Report 

 Treasurer Linda Rodeman reported on current account activity.  $14.97 was 

spent for Box Tops prizes.  Under Miscellaneous Fundraisers, netted $615.30 from 

the Valentine Dance ($981.25 in ticket sales, less $200.00 for the DJ, $28.00 for 

popcorn, and $137.95 for decorations).  Since we did not originally plan or budget 

to have a dance, the net income from the dance is being put under Miscellaneous 

Fundraisers.  $132.38 was received from Meijer Rewards.  $137.08 was spent on 

field trips (1
st
 grade trip to the Planetarium).  Teacher Allowances:  $150.00 paid to 

Mrs. Promer, $95.33 to Mrs. Browning.  $269.99 was spent from Classroom 

Programs & Materials for an easel for Mrs. Hoesl’s classroom (approved at the 

January meeting).  $595.00 was paid out of Assemblies & Programs for the “Skippy 

& Dave” assembly.  $743.52 was spent from Wish List funds and $500.00 was 

spent from Book Room funds for books for the book room.  $100.00 was paid out 

of Teacher Professional Development for Mrs. Bower (drawing held during the fall 

staff luncheon).  $136.53 was spent out of Staff Appreciation for gift cards for 

birthday cards for the staff and goody bags for the teachers for conference week.  

$52.57 was spent out of PTO Expenses for popcorn. 

 Total income is $732.71.  Total expenses are $2,780.02.  Current cash balance is 

$9,900.76. 

  

  2. Requests for Funding 

   a. Mrs. Bower – Handwriting Without Tears materials ($128.04) 

 Mrs. Bower is requesting $128.04 for materials from the Handwriting 

Without Tears workshop she attended.   She would like to use this program 

with her Early Childhood students and share her knowledge and successes 

with other teachers in the building.  Requested supplies include:  Roll-A-

Dough Letters (2), Stamp and See Screen (2), Slate chalkboard (2), Magic C 

Bunny Puppet, Kindergarten Teacher’s Guide, Letters and Numbers for Me 

student workbook, I Know My Numbers individual set, blackboard with 

double lines.  Mrs. Browning noted that several of the teachers at Neff are 

interested in this program, and that it would benefit many students.  It was 

noted that this program is also being discussed at the District level.  Kristen 

Clark moved to approve spending $128.04 from Classroom Programs & 

Materials for the Handwriting Without Tears materials.  Tammy Eberhard 

seconded.  Motion approved.   

 

b. Mrs. Mulholland – Seat Sacks ($226.44 + shipping) 

 Mrs. Mulholland is requesting $226.44 for seat sacks for her students’ 

chairs.  This item would normally come out of Classroom Programs & 

Materials.  It was noted that approving this item would put us over-budget for 

that line item; however, we have earned some extra/unexpected funds to offset 

this.  (It was noted that it would be best to accurately reflect our expenditures 

in our budget so that adjustments can be made in next year’s budget.)  Amy 

Stiles moved to approve spending $226.44 + shipping charges for the seat 

sacks.  Nikki McLaughlin seconded.  Motion approved. 

 

c. Mrs. Grantham – Live Butterfly Cultures ($224.55) 

 Mrs. Grantham is requesting $224.55 for 14 live butterfly cultures for 

every classroom in the building (3 for early childhood, 7 for kindergarten, 2 

for 1
st
 grade, 1for Head Start, 1 for Michigan Readiness).  All of the 



 

classrooms will release the butterflies outside together in the spring.  It was 

suggested that since we are not going to have an All School Party this year, 

we could use those funds and make this the “All School Event”.  Kristen 

Clark moved to approve spending $224.55 from the All School Party funds 

for the butterfly cultures.  Amanda Boyd seconded.  Motion approved. 

 

d. Mrs. Guild – Cando Vestibular Wedges (“wiggle seats”)($254.54) 

 Mrs. Guild is requesting $254.54 to purchase 13 “wiggle seats” (one for 

each early childhood, kindergarten and 1
st
 grade classroom, and for the music 

room).  These wedges are used by children with sensory and/or attention 

issues.  Mr. Armstrong agreed that Wish List funds could be used for this.  

Amanda Boyd moved to approve spending $254.54 for 13 “wiggle seats” 

from Approved Wish List Items.  Jennifer Hughes seconded.  Motion 

approved. 

 

IV. Events 

 

 A. Recently Completed Events 

  1. Valentine Dance – Feb. 11 (Jennifer Hughes, Kristen Parker, Kelly Tackett) 

 Jennifer reported that 478 people signed up to come to the dance.  There were 

only five no-shows.  Everything went well.  Everyone had a great time.  Many 

positive comments have been received.  If this event is held next year, it may be 

helpful to have two set-ups for pictures.  It was noted that the DJ we hired can also 

do a photo booth set-up if we want one.   

 

  2. Spring Staff Luncheon (Stephanie Morgan) 

 The Mexican Fiesta went very well!  The staff was very appreciative and 

thankful.  Sara Gooley made goody bags for the teachers (for conference week) 

which were very well received.  Mr. Armstrong noted that we had a great turnout 

for conferences (94% attended). 

 

 B. Upcoming Events 

  1. Bowling at Royal Scot – March 20 (Stephanie Morgan) 

 Almost 400 people have registered for this event.  The event will run from 1:00 

pm to 3:00 pm.  Cost is $2.60 per person per game with free shoe rental.  Reminder 

flyers will go home tomorrow.   

 

  2. All School Party 

 The teachers have decided not to have an All School Party this year. 

 

  3. Neff at the Movies – April 17 (Kelly Tackett) 

 Stephanie Morgan reported Kelly Tackett is working with Chuck at the Sun 

Theater to organize this event.  The hope is that there will be a newly released, age-

appropriate movie showing at the Sun the week of this event.  Our other option is to 

simply show a DVD.  Stephanie will follow up with Kelly to see how the planning 

of this event is going. 

 

4. Mileage Club – April 11 through June 3 (Stephanie Morgan) 

 Mileage Club will start on April 11
th

.  It will run through June 3
rd

.  It is open to 

first graders and dually-enrolled Early Childhood students.  The registration 



 

deadline is March 18
th

.  Students will walk on the mileage trail from 12:15 pm until 

12:30 pm.  Volunteers are still needed. 

 

5. Popcorn (Kim Lawens) 

 Stephanie Morgan reported that popcorn will be sold to students on Friday, 

April 15
th

, and Friday, May 20
th

.  Flyers will go home with students this Friday.  If 

students would like to participate, the cost will be $1 (prepaid) for both days. 

 

6. Teacher Appreciation – May 2 through May 5 

 Amy Hirschman and Laura Wotruba have volunteered to chair. 

 

7. Lugnuts Night – May 7 

 Neff will participate with Grand Ledge Public Schools night at Lugnut Stadium 

on May 7
th

.  Order deadline is Friday, April 8
th

.  Tickets are $9.00 each. 

 

8. Field Day – June 6 (Tammy Eberhard, Tamara Stout) 

 Amanda Boyd volunteered to help organize Field Day.  It was noted that there is 

no rain date for Field Day.  Stephanie Morgan will gather information from past 

years’ field days and forward it to our chairpersons. 

 

V. Announcements 

 

A. District Leader’s Meeting 

 Stephanie Morgan reported that the PTO officers from all of the Grand Ledge schools 

meet with the Superintendent about every 8 weeks to receive updates and information on 

what is happening in the District and to share what is going on each of their individual 

buildings.  At the last meeting, Dr. Matthews shared that Eaton ISD may be interested in 

using Greenwood for its adult (ages 19-26) special education program.  He also shared 

that Neff may house all of the Beagle first graders next year.  Also, the District will be 

doing a survey of 7
th

 – 12
th

 grade students and parents to see how they feel the District 

and their schools are doing. 

 

B. School Aid Fund Information 

 Stephanie Morgan distributed the flyer regarding how the Governor’s proposed 

budget would affect Grand Ledge.  This flyer was also distributed at parent-teacher 

conferences. 

 

VI. Adjournment 

 Linda Rodeman moved to adjourn the meeting.  Amy Stiles seconded.  Meeting adjourned 

at 8:07 p.m.  

  



 
BEAGLE PTO - NEFF SCHOOL 

2010/2011 FINANCIAL REPORT 

January 11, 2011 thru March 14, 2011 

  2010/2011 Current 2010/2011 Budget 

INCOME Budget Activity 
Year to 
Date Variance 

  
    

Fundraising 
    

   Box Tops 1,000.00 (14.97) 1,074.15 74.15 

   Fall Fundraiser 7,000.00 - 7,722.95 722.95 

   Miscellaneous fundraisers - 615.30 615.30 615.30 

   Fundraising Donations 250.00 - 792.00 542.00 

   Meijer Rewards 400.00 132.38 391.82 (8.18) 

   Target 95.00 - 91.02 (3.98) 

   ArtWorks Originals 400.00 - - (400.00) 

Interest - - - - 

  
    

TOTAL INCOME 9,145.00 732.71 10,687.24 1,542.24 

EXPENSE 
    

Classroom Support 
    

   Field Trips  ($100 per class) 2,200.00 137.08 494.77 (1,705.23) 

   Teacher Allowance ($75per class)* 2,150.00 245.33 873.49 (1,276.51) 

   Classroom Programs & Materials 800.00 269.99 443.74 (356.26) 

   Specials Classroom Materials 500.00 - - (500.00) 

Community Support 
    

   Miscellaneous Contributions 100.00 - - (100.00) 

   Compassionate Fund 100.00 - 35.00 (65.00) 

   Grand Ledge Shopping Tour 100.00 - 100.00 - 

Events 
    

   All School Party 300.00 - - (300.00) 

   Assemblies & programs 800.00 595.00 595.00 (205.00) 

   Field Day 100.00 - - (100.00) 

   Retirement gifts/events 100.00 - - (100.00) 

   Welcome Back event 200.00 - 83.72 (116.28) 

School Support 
    

   Approved Wish List Items 1,500.00 743.52 1,136.79 (363.21) 

   Book Room 500.00 500.00 500.00 - 

   Teacher Professional Development 200.00 100.00 100.00 (100.00) 

   Staff Appreciation 800.00 136.53 262.79 (537.21) 

Student Activity Support 
    

   Reading Month 500.00 - - (500.00) 

   Student Financial Aid 100.00 - 10.00 (90.00) 

PTO Expenses 400.00 52.57 151.18 (248.82) 

  
    

Total Expenses 11,450.00 2,780.02 4,786.48 (6,663.52) 

Total Income 9,145.00 732.71 10,687.24 1,542.24 

Difference (2,305.00) (2,047.31) 5,900.76 
 

 
    

Beginning Account Balance 07/01/2010   4,000.00 
   

Cash Balance at: 3/14/11 
  

9,900.76 
 

Projected Year End Cash Balance 1,695.00 
   

     * $100 for each 1st grade classroom 
    



 

 


